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ABSTRACT 

Environmental protection in India is a critical concern, with the country 
facing significant challenges such as air and water pollution, deforestation, 
climate change, and biodiversity loss. This research paper explores the role 
of environmental law in addressing these issues, tracing the historical 
evolution of India's environmental legislation from early conservation efforts 
to comprehensive modern frameworks. Through detailed examination, the 
paper assesses key environmental laws, including the Environment 
Protection Act, Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, and the 
Forest Conservation Act, alongside the judiciary's contributions through 
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) and landmark judgments. Comparative 
analyses with global practices highlight differences in enforcement 
mechanisms and best practices from regions such as the United States, 
European Union, and China. The findings reveal that while India has made 
notable strides in environmental regulation, challenges such as enforcement 
gaps, regulatory overlaps, and limited resources continue to impede progress. 
Recommendations for strengthening India’s environmental law framework 
are proposed, emphasizing improved enforcement, public participation, 
policy reforms, and technology integration. The study concludes by stressing 
the need for a balanced approach that aligns developmental and 
environmental objectives, ensuring sustainable growth for future 
generations. 

Keywords: Environmental law, India, pollution control, sustainable 
development, judicial activism, environmental protection, regulatory 
framework, public interest litigation, Central Pollution Control Board, 
comparative analysis 

 



 
Indian Journal of Integrated Research in Law   Volume IV Issue VI | ISSN: 2583-0538  
 

  Page: 16 
 

Introduction 

India faces numerous environmental challenges due to rapid industrialization, urbanization, 

and population growth, creating significant pressure on its natural resources. Some of the 

critical environmental issues include air and water pollution, deforestation, climate change, and 

waste management concerns (Singh, 2022). For example, air quality in cities like Delhi has 

reached hazardous levels, primarily due to vehicular emissions, industrial discharge, and 

construction activities, leading to severe health risks and environmental degradation (Kumar 

& Gupta, 2021). Similarly, water bodies such as the Ganges and Yamuna are heavily polluted, 

with industrial waste, untreated sewage, and agricultural runoff contributing to the 

contamination. This pollution poses risks not only to biodiversity but also to the health of 

millions who rely on these water sources (Sharma et al., 2020). 

In response to these challenges, India requires robust environmental protection mechanisms to 

achieve sustainable growth and protect its ecosystems. Environmental law plays a crucial role 

in balancing the demands of development with the imperative to protect natural resources. By 

establishing regulatory frameworks, environmental laws aim to control pollution, manage 

natural resources, and protect biodiversity (Chaturvedi, 2019). These laws are not only about 

prevention but also emphasize remediation and accountability, ensuring that industries and 

individuals adhere to standards that reduce ecological harm (Mehta & Singh, 2020). 

The primary objective of environmental law is to create a system of checks and balances that 

prevents harmful activities, fosters sustainable development, and promotes the responsible use 

of natural resources (Kaur, 2021). Environmental law in India also aligns with global standards 

and treaties, reflecting the country’s commitment to tackling climate change and protecting 

biodiversity on an international scale (Narayan, 2022). Furthermore, these laws facilitate the 

involvement of various stakeholders, including the judiciary, regulatory agencies, and civil 

society, in environmental governance. 

The scope of this paper is to examine the role, effectiveness, and challenges of environmental 

law in India. Specifically, it will analyze the legislative and regulatory frameworks that 

underpin environmental protection, explore landmark cases that illustrate the law’s application, 

and assess the effectiveness of these legal provisions. By examining specific cases and 

provisions, such as the Environment Protection Act and the role of the National Green Tribunal, 
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this paper seeks to highlight the impact of legal mechanisms on environmental protection in 

India (Raj, 2020). 

II. Historical Evolution of Environmental Law in India 

The historical evolution of environmental law in India can be traced back to the pre-

independence era, where early legislation primarily focused on the conservation of forests and 

wildlife. Laws such as the Indian Forest Act of 1927 were among the first to regulate forest 

resources, aiming to protect certain areas and restrict the exploitation of natural resources 

(Bhattacharya, 2018). These early regulations laid the groundwork for a more structured 

approach to environmental conservation, albeit limited in scope and effectiveness. 

In the post-independence period, there was a marked shift toward a comprehensive 

environmental framework, especially from the 1970s onward. This shift was largely due to 

rising awareness of environmental issues and the adverse impact of rapid industrialization. The 

1970s and 1980s saw the enactment of key legislation, including the Water (Prevention and 

Control of Pollution) Act of 1974 and the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act of 

1981. These laws were the result of an increasing acknowledgment of the need for targeted 

policies to mitigate environmental degradation (Sharma & Joshi, 2021). Additionally, the 

Bhopal Gas Tragedy of 1984, one of the worst industrial disasters in history, served as a wake-

up call for stronger regulatory frameworks, leading to the enactment of the Environment 

(Protection) Act of 1986 (Singh et al., 2020). This law empowered the central government to 

take all necessary measures to protect and improve environmental quality, marking a 

significant turning point in India’s environmental regulation. 

India’s environmental legislation has also been influenced by its participation in international 

treaties and conventions. The country’s commitment to global environmental standards began 

with the Stockholm Conference in 1972, which emphasized the need for international 

cooperation in environmental protection (Narain, 2019). India subsequently became a signatory 

to other major conventions, such as the Rio Declaration (1992) and the Paris Agreement (2015), 

which reinforced its pledge to sustainable development and climate change mitigation. These 

international agreements have not only shaped India’s policies but have also motivated the 

country to align its domestic laws with global environmental standards (Kumar & Reddy, 

2022). 
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III. Key Environmental Laws in India 

Environmental protection in India is supported by various constitutional provisions, legislative 

acts, and judicial interventions. The Indian Constitution incorporates environmental principles 

that provide a foundation for environmental laws and serve as guiding frameworks for both the 

government and citizens. 

The Constitution’s Article 48-A, introduced in 1976 as part of the Directive Principles of State 

Policy, directs the State to “endeavor to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard 

the forests and wildlife of the country” (Verma & Singh, 2019). Complementing this, Article 

51-A(g) enshrines the fundamental duty of every citizen “to protect and improve the natural 

environment, including forests, lakes, rivers, and wildlife” (Kumar, 2020). These provisions 

highlight the government’s responsibility as well as the civic duty to prioritize environmental 

conservation. 

The Environment Protection Act, 1986, was a significant legislative response following the 

Bhopal Gas Tragedy. This Act empowers the central government to take all necessary measures 

to protect and improve the environment, including establishing standards for emissions and 

discharges, handling hazardous substances, and coordinating environmental policies (Sharma 

& Patel, 2021). The Act provides a framework for setting environmental quality standards, 

establishing pollution control authorities, and implementing environmental safeguards across 

various sectors. 

The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, was one of the earliest laws 

focused specifically on curbing pollution in India’s water bodies. This Act empowers the 

establishment of Pollution Control Boards at the central and state levels, responsible for 

monitoring, preventing, and controlling water pollution (Rao et al., 2022). Following this, the 

Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, was enacted to regulate and control air 

pollution, with provisions for setting air quality standards and penalizing polluters. Together, 

these Acts mark a significant step toward addressing pollution in India (Ghosh & Banerjee, 

2020). 

The Forest Conservation Act, 1980, aims to restrict the deforestation of forest lands and 

promote afforestation. It mandates that forest land cannot be diverted for non-forest purposes 

without prior approval from the central government, ensuring careful consideration before 
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allowing deforestation (Bhattacharya, 2018). Similarly, the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, 

provides comprehensive protections for wildlife, including the establishment of protected areas 

such as national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, and aims to safeguard endangered species and 

their habitats (Chaturvedi, 2021). 

In addition to these primary laws, other legislative efforts and amendments continue to 

reinforce India’s environmental framework. For example, amendments to the National Green 

Tribunal Act, 2010, enhance the role of the judiciary in addressing environmental grievances, 

while the Hazardous Waste Management Rules set standards for the handling and disposal 

of hazardous substances (Das & Sharma, 2019). These laws collectively reflect India’s 

commitment to preserving its environment amid the challenges of economic development and 

urbanization. 

IV. Judicial Role in Environmental Protection 

The judiciary in India has played a crucial role in advancing environmental protection, 

especially through Public Interest Litigation (PIL) and judicial activism. PIL has become a 

powerful tool, allowing citizens and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to approach the 

courts for environmental issues, even when they are not directly affected. This approach has 

democratized environmental justice, enabling individuals to raise concerns over public interest 

matters and compelling authorities to take corrective actions (Narayan, 2020). Through PIL, 

the judiciary has actively stepped in to fill gaps in environmental governance, often expanding 

the interpretation of constitutional rights to include the right to a clean and healthy environment 

under Article 21 (Right to Life) (Mehta & Prakash, 2019). 

One of the landmark cases in this domain is M.C. Mehta v. Union of India, also known as the 

Ganga Pollution Case, where the Supreme Court directed industries along the Ganges to 

establish pollution control mechanisms. This case highlighted the judicial commitment to 

addressing water pollution, emphasizing that the preservation of rivers is essential for public 

health and environmental sustainability (Mishra, 2021). Similarly, in Vellore Citizens’ 

Welfare Forum v. Union of India, which dealt with pollution from tanneries, the Court 

introduced the “precautionary principle” and “polluter pays principle” into Indian 

environmental jurisprudence. This judgment reinforced the idea that polluters are financially 

responsible for restoring environmental harm, a principle that has since become fundamental 
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to environmental cases (Sarkar & Reddy, 2022). 

In T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad v. Union of India, often referred to as the Forest 

Conservation case, the Court expanded the definition of “forests” under the Forest 

Conservation Act, 1980, and imposed stringent restrictions on deforestation. This case 

underscored the importance of conserving India’s forest cover and recognized that 

environmental resources require proactive judicial protection to prevent irreversible damage 

(Kumar et al., 2020). Other significant judgments have also emphasized principles such as 

sustainable development and intergenerational equity, further solidifying the judiciary’s role in 

environmental matters. 

In addition to PIL and landmark judgments, the establishment of specialized environmental 

courts, particularly the National Green Tribunal (NGT) in 2010, has been a significant 

advancement in India’s environmental governance. The NGT was created to provide 

expeditious and effective resolution of environmental disputes and to implement the "polluter 

pays" principle consistently (Patil & Sharma, 2021). The tribunal’s mandate covers a wide 

range of issues, including pollution control, biodiversity conservation, and waste management. 

Noteworthy rulings by the NGT, such as its directives on waste disposal in Delhi and river 

pollution control, reflect its proactive approach toward upholding environmental laws (Singh, 

2022). 

The judiciary’s active role, especially through PIL, landmark judgments, and the NGT’s 

interventions, has reinforced environmental principles and driven policy improvements in 

India. This judicial activism has not only promoted the enforcement of existing laws but also 

fostered a broader recognition of the right to a clean environment, setting precedents that 

continue to shape India’s environmental landscape. 

V. Role of Government and Regulatory Bodies 

The Indian government, through various ministries and regulatory bodies, plays a central role 

in framing, implementing, and enforcing environmental laws. The Ministry of Environment, 

Forest, and Climate Change (MoEFCC) serves as the principal body responsible for 

environmental policy-making, conservation, and protection. MoEFCC formulates policies, 

oversees the implementation of environmental laws, and monitors programs aimed at reducing 

pollution and promoting sustainable resource use (Kumar & Verma, 2021). Through initiatives 
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like the National Action Plan on Climate Change and regulations on emissions and waste 

management, MoEFCC ensures that environmental considerations are incorporated into 

national development policies (Sharma, 2020). 

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) functions under the MoEFCC and is tasked 

with setting and enforcing pollution standards across the country. Established under the Water 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, the CPCB monitors air and water quality, 

oversees waste management, and provides technical support to various pollution control 

initiatives. It is also responsible for establishing environmental norms for industries, advising 

the government on pollution-related matters, and conducting regular inspections to ensure 

compliance (Patel & Singh, 2022). By setting emission and discharge standards, the CPCB 

plays a vital role in managing pollution, though it faces challenges in enforcement due to 

resource constraints. 

Alongside the CPCB, State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) operate at the state level, 

implementing national standards and regulations tailored to regional environmental concerns. 

SPCBs have the authority to grant or deny permits to industries, regulate pollution sources, and 

monitor environmental quality within their jurisdiction. While SPCBs are essential for 

localized pollution control, they often struggle with issues of limited funding, inadequate 

staffing, and varying levels of administrative capacity (Rao, 2021). The decentralized structure 

means that the effectiveness of SPCBs can vary significantly between states, impacting the 

consistency of environmental protection efforts nationwide. 

Despite their importance, regulatory bodies such as MoEFCC, CPCB, and SPCBs face several 

challenges. Issues of capacity are prevalent, as limited human and technical resources 

constrain their ability to effectively monitor and enforce compliance. Furthermore, 

jurisdictional overlap between central and state bodies can lead to conflicts and delays in 

decision-making (Mehta & Rajan, 2020). Regulatory bodies also encounter enforcement 

challenges due to limited legal authority in certain cases, pressure from industry groups, and 

logistical constraints. These challenges hinder the effectiveness of environmental regulations, 

underscoring the need for reforms to strengthen institutional capacity and improve coordination 

across agencies (Narain, 2022). 
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VI. Impact and Effectiveness of Environmental Laws 

Environmental laws in India have led to notable successes and achievements in various sectors, 

particularly in improving air quality, forest conservation, and wildlife protection. For example, 

the establishment of pollution control standards by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) 

has contributed to air quality improvements in cities where active monitoring and enforcement 

measures are in place (Rao & Sharma, 2021). Additionally, the Forest Conservation Act of 

1980 has been instrumental in curbing deforestation rates, with India recording an increase in 

forest cover over the past few decades. Government initiatives, supported by environmental 

laws, have also facilitated the creation of protected areas, contributing to biodiversity 

conservation (Patel, 2022). 

However, these achievements are tempered by significant challenges and limitations in the 

enforcement and compliance of environmental laws. One of the main issues is inconsistent 

enforcement across regions, with compliance varying based on local government resources and 

priorities. Furthermore, rapid industrialization and developmental pressures often lead to 

environmental regulations being sidestepped in favor of economic growth, particularly in 

sectors such as mining, construction, and manufacturing (Kumar & Banerjee, 2021). 

Corruption within regulatory agencies also impedes environmental protection efforts, as 

industries may bypass regulations through unethical means. The limited capacity and funding 

of agencies like the State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) further constrain their ability to 

implement environmental standards effectively (Narain, 2023). 

Public awareness and participation have emerged as essential components in supporting 

environmental compliance and enhancing the impact of environmental laws. Education 

campaigns, media coverage, and the active involvement of non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) have raised awareness about environmental issues and empowered citizens to hold 

both industries and government accountable (Mehta & Singh, 2022). NGOs, such as the Centre 

for Science and Environment and Greenpeace India, have been instrumental in advocating for 

stronger policies and mobilizing public support for environmental causes. Additionally, 

community engagement through environmental programs and initiatives has proven effective 

in promoting sustainable practices and fostering a sense of environmental responsibility among 

the public (Reddy, 2020). 
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While India’s environmental laws have brought improvements in certain areas, addressing 

enforcement challenges and promoting greater public participation are crucial for sustaining 

and expanding these gains. Enhanced coordination among regulatory bodies, coupled with 

increased transparency and accountability, could significantly improve the effectiveness of 

environmental legislation in India. 

VII. Case Studies 

Case studies on specific environmental issues in India illustrate the effectiveness, challenges, 

and evolution of policies aimed at environmental protection. 

The Ganga Action Plan (GAP), launched in 1986, was one of India’s earliest large-scale 

efforts at river conservation, aimed at reducing pollution in the Ganges River. Despite 

significant investments, the effectiveness of GAP has been limited due to issues such as 

inadequate infrastructure, improper sewage management, and lack of community engagement 

(Sharma & Mehta, 2021). While GAP highlighted the need for river conservation, it also 

underscored the challenges of implementing large-scale environmental projects without robust 

planning and public involvement. Recent efforts, including the National Mission for Clean 

Ganga, seek to address these shortcomings with a more integrated approach (Narain, 2022). 

Delhi’s Air Pollution crisis has garnered attention for its severe impact on public health, 

leading to various policies and judicial interventions. Policies like the implementation of 

compressed natural gas (CNG) for public transport, the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP), 

and restrictions on vehicular and industrial emissions have been introduced to curb air 

pollution. Judicial interventions, particularly from the Supreme Court and the National Green 

Tribunal (NGT), have also enforced stricter regulations on construction and waste burning 

(Patel & Singh, 2022). However, seasonal factors, geographical location, and high population 

density continue to exacerbate the situation, demonstrating that policy interventions alone are 

insufficient without continuous enforcement and public compliance (Kumar, 2020). 

The Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notifications serve as a framework to balance 

development with the protection of coastal ecosystems. First introduced in 1991 and revised 

multiple times, CRZ notifications set restrictions on construction and industrial activities 

within designated coastal areas to prevent habitat destruction and coastal erosion. While CRZ 

regulations have been essential in protecting fragile coastal zones, enforcement remains 
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inconsistent, particularly in regions where tourism and real estate development exert 

considerable economic pressure (Chatterjee & Banerjee, 2021). Furthermore, stakeholders 

have raised concerns over amendments that may dilute protections, such as the CRZ 2019 

amendment, which relaxes certain norms for economic activities (Singh, 2022). 

The E-waste Management Rules were introduced in 2011 and revised in 2016 to address the 

growing concern of electronic waste in India. These rules mandate producer responsibility for 

e-waste collection and recycling, aiming to mitigate the environmental hazards posed by 

discarded electronic goods (Rao, 2021). Despite this progressive framework, challenges 

persist, including a lack of awareness, inadequate infrastructure for formal recycling, and the 

dominance of informal e-waste handling, which often leads to improper disposal practices and 

health hazards for workers in unregulated sectors (Sarkar & Reddy, 2022). Effective e-waste 

management requires not only regulatory enforcement but also increased public awareness and 

participation in recycling programs. 

These case studies demonstrate both the progress and challenges of environmental law 

implementation in India. While policies and judicial interventions have initiated essential 

protections, the effectiveness of these measures relies heavily on enforcement, infrastructure, 

and community involvement. 

VIII. Comparative Analysis with Global Environmental Laws 

Comparing India’s environmental laws with those of other countries reveals important 

differences in regulatory frameworks, enforcement mechanisms, and compliance models. For 

instance, the United States operates under the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

which has stringent regulatory authority, enabling it to impose fines, mandate corrective 

measures, and enforce compliance. Laws such as the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act 

establish clear standards, with enforcement provisions that include criminal and civil penalties 

for violations (Patel, 2021). In contrast, India’s enforcement mechanisms, while 

comprehensive, face limitations in terms of jurisdictional clarity and resource constraints, 

which can hinder effective compliance (Rao, 2022). 

The European Union (EU) follows a highly integrated environmental framework, governed 

by policies like the EU Green Deal and directives on waste management, water quality, and 

air pollution. The EU’s emphasis on sustainable development and circular economy principles 
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encourages member states to adopt eco-friendly practices and reduce waste through recycling 

and resource recovery (Singh & Banerjee, 2021). Additionally, the EU uses advanced 

technologies for monitoring and enforcing compliance, such as satellite data for tracking 

deforestation and pollution. Adopting similar technology-driven monitoring in India could 

strengthen enforcement and provide accurate data for decision-making (Kumar, 2023). 

In China, the government has implemented strong regulatory measures to address 

environmental degradation, particularly through the Environmental Protection Law and Air 

Pollution Prevention and Control Action Plan. China’s approach involves strict government 

oversight, frequent inspections, and severe penalties for non-compliance, including plant 

closures and fines. The emphasis on centralized enforcement has been instrumental in reducing 

air pollution levels in cities like Beijing, showcasing the impact of stringent policies coupled 

with strict compliance models (Zhang & Liu, 2020). India can learn from China’s centralized 

model, especially in regions with high pollution, by increasing regulatory oversight and 

deploying local agencies to monitor compliance closely (Narayan, 2022). 

From these international examples, India can adopt several best practices, including stricter 

regulations, better compliance models, and enhanced technology integration. Strengthening 

regulatory bodies like the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and investing in real-time 

monitoring technologies would improve enforcement capabilities (Mehta, 2021). Furthermore, 

integrating circular economy principles and promoting sustainable practices could support 

India’s transition toward a more resource-efficient economy, as seen in the EU. Incorporating 

these lessons and improving inter-agency coordination could significantly enhance the 

effectiveness of environmental laws in India. 

IX. Recommendations for Strengthening Environmental Law in India 

Strengthening India’s environmental law framework requires a multifaceted approach that 

includes improving enforcement mechanisms, enhancing public participation, introducing 

policy reforms, and leveraging technology. 

To improve enforcement and compliance, it is essential to bolster the capacities of the 

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs). These 

agencies often face resource constraints, which limit their effectiveness in monitoring and 

enforcing environmental regulations. Increasing funding, enhancing staffing, and providing 
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technical training can empower these regulatory bodies to carry out their duties more 

effectively (Kumar & Singh, 2022). Additionally, streamlining enforcement through clearer 

demarcation of responsibilities between central and state authorities can reduce jurisdictional 

overlaps, improving response times and accountability in managing environmental issues 

(Narayan, 2023). 

Enhancing public participation and education is critical to fostering a culture of 

environmental responsibility. Awareness programs and community engagement initiatives can 

empower citizens to take an active role in environmental conservation and compliance. 

Schools, NGOs, and media campaigns can play a pivotal role in educating the public about 

environmental rights and responsibilities (Rao, 2021). Increased stakeholder engagement, 

especially with local communities in affected areas, can also facilitate more robust 

environmental monitoring, as local populations are often directly impacted and invested in 

preserving their natural surroundings (Patel, 2022). 

Policy and legal reforms are necessary to address emerging environmental issues and adapt 

to new challenges. Existing laws, such as the Environment Protection Act, could be amended 

to include provisions for climate change mitigation and resilience, sustainable development, 

and circular economy practices. These reforms could also introduce stricter penalties for non-

compliance, encouraging industries to adhere to environmental standards (Mehta & Banerjee, 

2022). Additionally, developing regulations for new sectors, such as e-waste and plastic waste 

management, would help address these pressing concerns more effectively (Sharma, 2023). 

The role of technology in environmental monitoring and compliance is increasingly 

important for data-driven decision-making and effective regulation. Integrating technologies 

such as satellite imagery, remote sensing, and artificial intelligence can enhance the precision 

and efficiency of monitoring efforts (Verma, 2021). For example, AI-powered models can 

analyze pollution data in real-time, identify sources of environmental degradation, and predict 

potential risks. Furthermore, digital platforms for reporting environmental violations can 

facilitate community involvement, as citizens can easily report issues and track regulatory 

responses (Singh & Chatterjee, 2022). 

X. Conclusion 

In summary, environmental law in India plays a pivotal role in safeguarding natural resources, 
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regulating pollution, and fostering sustainable development. The evolution of environmental 

legislation, from early conservation efforts to the establishment of comprehensive regulatory 

frameworks like the Environment Protection Act and National Green Tribunal, underscores the 

nation’s commitment to addressing environmental challenges. Key insights reveal that while 

significant successes have been achieved—such as improvements in air quality, forest 

conservation, and judicial interventions—challenges remain in enforcement, compliance, and 

the allocation of resources to regulatory bodies (Rao & Sharma, 2022). Issues like industrial 

pressures, inconsistent enforcement across states, and the growing demands of economic 

development complicate the effectiveness of these laws (Patel & Mehta, 2023). 

Looking ahead, India’s environmental protection path must prioritize sustainable development 

and judicial activism. Sustainable development practices ensure that economic growth does not 

come at the expense of ecological stability, and continued judicial oversight can fill 

enforcement gaps where regulatory bodies may struggle. Furthermore, continuous policy 

reform is essential to keep pace with emerging environmental issues, such as climate change, 

plastic pollution, and biodiversity loss (Kumar, 2023). These reforms should strengthen 

existing laws, incorporate stricter penalties, and support community involvement. 

A balanced approach to environmental protection is vital for India’s future, ensuring that 

developmental needs and ecological preservation go hand in hand. By promoting sustainable 

growth, enforcing robust legal frameworks, and harnessing technological advancements, India 

can continue to progress while preserving its environmental resources for future generations 

(Singh & Banerjee, 2023). This balanced approach will not only protect the environment but 

also promote healthier communities and a resilient economy in the years to come. 
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