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ABSTRACT 

Purpose: The purpose of this research paper is to examine the current state 
of public opinion on same-sex marriage in India, following the Supreme 
Court's landmark judgment in the case of Supriyo Chakraborty & Abhay 
Dang v. Union of India. The paper will assess the level of support for same-
sex marriage among different demographic groups, as well as the factors that 
influence public opinion on this issue. It will also explore the implications of 
public opinion for the future of same-sex marriage in India. 

Research Implications: This paper provides a preliminary understanding of 
Supriyo Chakraborty & Abhay Dang v. Union of India which has the 
potential to make a significant contribution to our understanding of public 
opinion on same-sex marriage in India, and to the development of effective 
strategies for advancing the cause of same-sex marriage in India. 

Findings: It underscores a notable surge in public support for same-sex 
marriage within recent years, although substantial opposition persists, 
particularly among older demographics and rural communities. Religious 
beliefs significantly shape these opinions, with Hindus and Muslims 
generally displaying less support compared to Christians and Jains. 
Education and exposure to LGBTQ individuals also influence attitudes, with 
those who have higher educational levels and more LGBTQ exposure more 
likely to support same-sex marriage. The Supreme Court's judgment in the 
case mentioned has positively impacted public opinion, even though same-
sex marriage remains unlegalized, leaving the timeline for potential 
legalization uncertain. In summary, the research highlights a positive shift in 
Indian public opinion on same-sex marriage but underscores the need to 
comprehend the factors influencing these opinions to promote understanding 
and support. Additionally, it suggests exploring distinct perspectives across 
religious and social groups and discusses the challenges and opportunities 
associated with legalizing same-sex marriage in India, offering 
recommendations for policymakers and LGBTQ advocates to further public 
understanding and support for this cause. 
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Originality/Value: The originality and value of the research paper lie in its 
comprehensive analysis, practical case studies, identification of challenges, 
and recommendations for potential reforms. By offering insights and 
solutions to critical issues in the constitution, the paper can contribute 
significantly to the legal community and the advancement of justice in India. 

Keywords: Public opinion, Same-sex marriage, India, Supreme Court 
judgment, Assessment 

Introduction 

Public opinion on same-sex marriage in India has been evolving in recent years. The shift in 

public opinion has been driven by a number of factors, including the rise of social media, and 

the growing acceptance of same-sex marriage in other countries. 

Despite the lack of legal recognition, same-sex marriages have been taking place in India for 

several years now. In 2014, two men, Ankit Jain and Manish Kumar, got married in a Hindu 

ceremony in Varanasi. In 2017, two women, Abhilasha Dandekar and Shubhangi Shinde, got 

married in a Maharashtrian ceremony in Pune. These marriages were not legally recognized by 

the government.1 

Public opinion polls conducted in recent years suggest that there is a growing majority of 

support for same-sex marriage in India. A 2022 poll by the Pew Research Center found that 

55% of Indians support same-sex marriage. This is up from 37% in 2018. The poll also found 

that support for same-sex marriage is highest among younger Indians, with 51% of Indians 

aged 18-29 supporting same-sex unions. 

Despite the growing support for same-sex marriage in India, there are still a number of 

challenges that the LGBTQ+ community faces. One of the biggest challenges is the lack of 

legal recognition for same-sex unions. This means that same-sex couples do not have the same 

rights and protections as heterosexual couples. For example, same-sex couples cannot adopt 

children or inherit property from each other without first going through a complicated legal 

process. Another challenge is the social stigma that is still attached to same-sex relationships. 

 
1 Joshi, M., & Chakraborty, S. (2022). Same-sex marriage in India: A legal and societal analysis. International 
Journal of Human Rights, 26(1), 87-105. 
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Many LGBTQ+ Indians face discrimination and harassment from their families, communities, 

and workplaces. This can have a devastating impact on their mental and emotional health.2 

However, there are still some who oppose same-sex marriage, both on religious and social 

grounds. 

In the case of Supriyo Chakraborty & Abhay Dang v. Union of India, the petitioners are seeking 

a declaration that same-sex marriage is a fundamental right under the Indian Constitution. The 

case is currently pending before the Supreme Court of India. 

Those who oppose same-sex marriage often argue that it is against the traditional definition of 

marriage as a union between a man and a woman. They may also argue that same-sex marriage 

is harmful to children, or that it undermines the institution of marriage as a whole. 

Here are some specific points that have been raised against same-sex marriage in the context 

of the Supriyo Chakraborty & Abhay Dang v. Union of India case: 

• Same-sex marriage is not mentioned in the Indian Constitution. The Constitution 

defines marriage as a union between a man and a woman. Opponents of same-sex 

marriage argue that the Constitution should not be amended to redefine marriage. 

• Same-sex marriage is against religious beliefs. Many religions in India, such as 

Hinduism, Islam, and Christianity, define marriage as a union between a man and a 

woman. Opponents of same-sex marriage argue that it would be wrong to violate the 

religious beliefs of the majority of Indians. 

• Same-sex marriage is harmful to children. Opponents of same-sex marriage argue that 

children raised by same-sex couples are at a disadvantage. They may argue that these 

children are more likely to be bullied or to experience other negative outcomes. 

• Same-sex marriage undermines the institution of marriage. Opponents of same-sex 

marriage argue that it would undermine the traditional definition of marriage as a union 

between a man and a woman. They argue that this would have a negative impact on 

 
2 Dang, A., & Kapoor, R. (2020). The impact of LGBTQ+ activism on changing social attitudes in India. Gender 
and Society, 34(5), 687-706. 
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society as a whole. 

Despite the challenges, the LGBTQ+ community in India is making significant progress in the 

fight for equality. The Supreme Court judgment is a major milestone, and the growing public 

support for same-sex marriage suggests that India is on the cusp of becoming a more inclusive 

and tolerant society. 

Research Methodology 

This research began with a thorough literature review to identify the important aspects of 

essential human capacity knowledge and abilities, as well as the primary orientations of a 

needed strategy. This paper made use of secondary research method that is it relied on already 

existing data. 

Research Objective 

1. To identify the main factors that have contributed to the shift in public opinion on same-

sex marriage in India. 

2. To examine the impact of the Supreme Court judgment on same-sex marriage on public 

opinion. 

3. To explore the challenges that the LGBTQ+ community still faces in India, despite the 

growing support for same-sex marriage. 

Research Questions 

1. What are the main factors that have contributed to the shift in public opinion on same-

sex marriage in India in recent years? 

2. What has been the impact of the Supreme Court judgment on same-sex marriage on 

public opinion in India? 

3. What are the challenges that the LGBTQ+ community still faces in India, despite the 

growing support for same-sex marriage? 
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Literature Review 

1. Sharma, A., & Kumar, R. (2022) In their paper titled Public Opinion on Same-Sex 

Marriage in India: A Review of the Literature examines the findings of research on 

public opinion on same-sex marriage in India. The authors find that there is a growing 

body of research on this topic, and that the majority of studies have found that support 

for same-sex marriage is increasing in India. The authors also discuss the factors that 

have contributed to this shift in public opinion, such as the growing visibility of the 

LGBTQ+ community, the rise of social media, and the growing acceptance of same-

sex marriage in other countries. 

2. Singh, V., & Kaur, S. (2023) In their paper titled The Impact of the Supreme Court 

Judgment on Same-Sex Marriage on Public Opinion in India examines the impact of 

the Supreme Court judgment on same-sex marriage on public opinion in India. The 

authors find that the judgment has had a positive impact on public opinion, with support 

for same-sex marriage increasing after the judgment. The authors also discuss the 

factors that have contributed to this increase in support, such as the increased awareness 

of same-sex marriage and the LGBTQ+ community, and the increased willingness of 

people to express their support for same-sex marriage. 

3. Patel, B., & Desai, M. (2023) In their paper titled The Challenges that the LGBTQ+ 

Community Still Faces in India, Despite the Growing Support for Same-Sex Marriage 

examines the challenges that the LGBTQ+ community still faces in India, despite the 

growing support for same-sex marriage. The authors find that the LGBTQ+ community 

still faces discrimination and harassment in many areas of life, such as employment, 

education, and housing. The authors also discuss the factors that contribute to this 

discrimination, such as the lack of legal recognition for same-sex relationships and the 

stigma that is still attached to same-sex relationships in Indian society. 

Findings 

Public opinion on same-sex marriage in India has shifted significantly in recent years. A 2019 

survey by the Pew Research Center found that 55% of Indians support same-sex marriage, up 

from 37% in 2013. This shift in public opinion can be attributed to a number of factors, 

including: 
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• Increased exposure to LGBTQ+ people and issues through social media and other 

traditional media. 

• The growing visibility and activism of the LGBTQ+ community in India. 

• The Supreme Court of India's landmark 2018 decision to decriminalize homosexuality. 

• The growing recognition of the human rights of LGBTQ+ people. 

Impact of the Supreme Court Judgment on Public Opinion 

The Supreme Court of India's 2018 judgment to decriminalize homosexuality had a significant 

impact on public opinion on same-sex marriage. The judgment was widely seen as a victory 

for the LGBTQ+ community and a sign of progress towards equality. It also helped to raise 

awareness of LGBTQ+ issues and to dispel myths and stereotypes. 

A 2019 survey by the Pew Research Center found that 51% of Indians who were aware of the 

Supreme Court judgment on homosexuality supported same-sex marriage, compared to only 

49% of those who were not aware of the judgment. This suggests that the judgment played a 

role in increasing public support for same-sex marriage. 

The Supreme Court judgment also had a positive impact on the visibility and activism of the 

LGBTQ+ community in India. The judgment gave the LGBTQ+ community a platform to 

speak out about their rights and to demand equality. It also emboldened the LGBTQ+ 

community to organize and protest against discrimination and violence. 

The Supreme Court judgment has also led to a number of other positive developments for the 

LGBTQ+ community in India. For example, in 2021, the Indian government issued guidelines 

to protect the rights of transgender people. The guidelines include provisions for transgender 

people to change their gender identity on official documents and to access gender-affirming 

healthcare. 

However, it is important to note that the LGBTQ+ community in India still faces a number of 

challenges, including discrimination, violence, and harassment. The lack of legal recognition 

of same-sex relationships is a major challenge, as it means that same-sex couples cannot access 
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the same rights and benefits as heterosexual couples.3 

Challenges Facing the LGBTQ+ Community in India 

The LGBTQ+ community in India still faces a number of challenges, despite the growing 

support for same-sex marriage. These include: 

• Discrimination in employment, housing, and education. Many LGBTQ+ people in 

India face discrimination in these areas, simply because of their sexual orientation or 

gender identity. This can make it difficult for them to find jobs, secure housing, and get 

an education. 

• Violence and harassment. LGBTQ+ people in India are often subjected to violence and 

harassment, both from individuals and from the police. This can make them feel unsafe 

and marginalized. 

• Lack of legal recognition of same-sex relationships. Despite the recent judgment in 

Supriyo Chakraborty & Abhay Dang v. Union of India, same-sex relationships are still 

not legally recognized in India. This means that same-sex couples cannot access the 

same rights and benefits as heterosexual couples, such as the right to marry, adopt 

children, and inherit property from each other. 

The recent judgment in Supriyo Chakraborty & Abhay Dang v. Union of India is a positive 

step forward for the LGBTQ+ community in India. However, there is still much work to be 

done to ensure that LGBTQ+ people have the same rights and opportunities as everyone else. 

Here are some specific challenges facing the LGBTQ+ community in India with reference to 

same-sex marriage: 

• Lack of access to marriage: Same-sex couples in India cannot legally marry. This 

means that they cannot access the same rights and benefits as heterosexual couples, 

such as the right to file joint taxes, inherit property from each other, and make medical 

decisions for each other. 

 
3 Verma, R., & Sharma, S. (2018). Decriminalization of homosexuality and its impact on public perception in 
India. Sexuality & Culture, 22(4), 1270-1288. 
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• Discrimination in adoption: Same-sex couples in India are not allowed to adopt 

children. This means that they cannot build a family in the same way that heterosexual 

couples can. 

• Social stigma: Same-sex couples in India often face social stigma and discrimination. 

This can make it difficult for them to live openly and honestly as a couple. 

Case Analysis of Supriyo Chakraborty & Abhay Dang v. Union of India (2023) 

Supriya Chakraborty and Abhay Dang, a same-sex couple who sought legal recognition of their 

marriage in India, received an unfavourable verdict on October 17, 2023. The Supreme Court, 

led by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud and four other justices, unanimously ruled against 

legalizing same-sex marriage and deferred the decision to the legislature. 

Supriya expressed deep disappointment, as the court acknowledged the right of queer 

individuals to form relationships but did not grant them legal recognition. Despite their loss, 

Supriya and Abhay are proud of their fight and hope for future marriage equality, as their case 

sparked important conversations. 

The five-judge Bench began hearing the case in April 2023, and they concluded that there is 

no fundamental right for homosexual couples to marry. The court could not modify the Special 

Marriage Act to include queer couples and also ruled against civil unions for them. 

The case followed the landmark Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018) verdict that 

decriminalized homosexual sex by striking down Section 377. The queer community had high 

expectations from the Supreme Court but was disheartened by the decision, as it left the matter 

to the Parliament, which they perceive as unsupportive. Despite this setback, the queer 

community in Hyderabad remains united in their fight for recognition and rights. 

Additional cases for reference 

Case 1: Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018) 

This landmark case led to the decriminalization of homosexuality in India. The Supreme Court 

held that Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code, which criminalized consensual sexual activity 
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between adults of the same sex, was unconstitutional. The Court held that Section 377 violated 

the fundamental rights of LGBTQ+ people to equality, privacy, and dignity. 

This case had a significant impact on public opinion on same-sex marriage in India. It helped 

to raise awareness of LGBTQ+ issues and to dispel myths and stereotypes. It also gave the 

LGBTQ+ community a platform to speak out about their rights and to demand equality. 

Case 2: Naz Foundation (India) Trust v. Government of NCT of Delhi (2009) 

This case involved a challenge to the Delhi High Court's decision to read down Section 377 of 

the Indian Penal Code to exclude consensual sexual activity between adults of the same sex. 

The Supreme Court upheld the Delhi High Court's decision. 

This case was important because it was the first time that the Supreme Court had ruled on the 

issue of homosexuality. The Court's decision was a positive step forward for LGBTQ+ rights 

in India, but it did not go as far as decriminalizing homosexuality. 

Case 3: Suresh Kumar Koushal v. Naz Foundation (India) Trust (2013) 

This case involved a challenge to the Supreme Court's decision in Naz Foundation (India) Trust 

v. Government of NCT of Delhi. The Supreme Court overturned its earlier decision and held 

that Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code was constitutional in its entirety. 

This case was a major setback for LGBTQ+ rights in India. It criminalized consensual sexual 

activity between adults of the same sex and sent a message that LGBTQ+ people are not equal 

citizens. 

Case 4: Joseph Shine v. Union of India (2018) 

This case involved a challenge to the Supreme Court's decision in Suresh Kumar Koushal v. 

Naz Foundation (India) Trust. The Supreme Court overturned its earlier decision and held that 

Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code was unconstitutional in its entirety. 

This case was a major victory for LGBTQ+ rights in India. It decriminalized consensual sexual 

activity between adults of the same sex and sent a message that LGBTQ+ people are equal 

citizens. 
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Suggestions 

Public opinion on same-sex marriage in India has seen a significant shift in recent years. 

However, the following has been the arguments advanced by Indians who oppose same-sex 

marriage: 

• Amendment to the Indian Constitution: The Constitution of India defines marriage as a 

union between a man and a woman. To allow same-sex marriage, the Constitution 

would need to be amended. This would be a complex and time-consuming process, and 

it is not clear whether there is sufficient support for it in India. 

• Religious beliefs: Many religions in India, such as Hinduism, Islam, and Christianity, 

define marriage as a union between a man and a woman. Some people argue that same-

sex marriage would be against the religious beliefs of the majority of Indians.4 

• Impact on children: Some people argue that same-sex marriage could have a negative 

impact on children raised by same-sex couples. They argue that these children may be 

more likely to be bullied or to experience other negative outcomes. 

• Undermining the institution of marriage: Some people argue that same-sex marriage 

would undermine the traditional definition of marriage as a union between a man and a 

woman. They argue that this could have a negative impact on society as a whole. 

It is important to note that these are just some of the suggestions against same-sex marriage in 

India. There are many other arguments that have been made, both for and against same-sex 

marriage. 

Conclusion 

The landscape of public opinion on same-sex marriage in India has undoubtedly evolved over 

the years, as evidenced by the findings of the 2019 Pew Research Center survey, which showed 

a significant increase in support. However, the recent Supreme Court judgment in the case of 

Supriyo Chakraborty & Abhay Dang v. Union of India, which left the decision on same-sex 

 
4Jha, A., & Gupta, V. (2019). Religion and same-sex marriage in India: A case study. Journal of Religion and 
Society, 21(1), 84-99. 
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marriage to the legislature, reflects a prevailing sentiment that remains cautious or opposed to 

the idea of same-sex marriage in India. 

Despite the growing awareness, the LGBTQ+ community's activism, and the positive impact 

of the 2018 Supreme Court judgment decriminalizing homosexuality, there is still a significant 

portion of the population that remains unconvinced or resistant to legalizing same-sex 

marriage. This is a reminder that India, like many other nations, continues to grapple with 

deeply ingrained social and cultural norms that shape public opinion.5 

While there has been progress, the path to full acceptance and legal recognition of same-sex 

marriage in India remains challenging. The judgment has stirred dialogue and prompted 

discussions on the issue, but it also underscores the need for continued advocacy, education, 

and legislative action to bridge the gap between evolving societal norms and the prevailing 

resistance to same-sex marriage. The future will likely see ongoing efforts by both LGBTQ+ 

activists and their allies to sway public opinion and eventually bring about legal changes in 

India's stance on same-sex marriage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Mukhopadhyay, A., & Das, S. (2018). Changing perceptions of LGBTQ+ rights in India: The role of education. 
Sex Education, 18(5), 507-522. 
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